THE MAN I KNEW

far superior to the enemy. During the night the positions
taken were consolidated and strengthened to meet the
anticipated counter-attacks which were sure to be made on
the following day.

Douglas was very pleased at receiving a delightful tele-
gram from General Joffre, who seemed to appreciate fully
what our troops had accomplished, A great number of
German prisoners had been taken and many of the officers
amongst them had felt very sore at being captured. Two
of them had even tried to commit suicide, one by swallowing
the glass of his watch and the other by opening a vein.
One elderly officer, however, showed his appreciation of
the British troops by informing everyone within earshot
that he thanked God that he had been taken by such a
chivalrous foe.

I have tried to give some impression, as my husband
gave it to me, of the beginning of the Somme battles, but
the fighting raged continuously around the same places for
many weary months and I must pass quickly over this
period. I shall try to refer to any particular change that took
place on the battle front, as I proceed with more intimate
details of Douglas's story.

About that time I had noticed that most of the news-
papers, both French and English, were taking a very
marked and rather special interest in Douglas himself. I
had commented on this in one of my letters to him and his
reply was very typical. He said that he had had to submit
to interviews of every description. Senators and others from
Paris and people from the War Office were sent for help
in their work of propaganda in the neutral countries. I was
not to think, however, that he was turning into a self-
advertiser. Although he could not stop personal stories
creeping in, he supposed that their inclusion in the articles
were meant to give them a human touch. He remarked that
my views on the subject were very much what he himself

164